Dear George, 3/25/81 

Excuse the fact that I will not be taking tine to correct my typos because I 
respond to your letter ia haste, ns I must, having Isc-st an entire day yesterday on 
dental and medical problems and I'll have tobe spending much of today away from home. 

The assassination of a President, in ad ition to being the Ernst dramatic of crimes, 
is the most subversive of crimes in a representative society® It negates the electoral 
process. It amounts to a coup d'etat. 

Vihan Jo ha Kennedy was killed in broad daylight, on the streets of a major American 
city, there was an instant solut5.cn by the police of that city, before there was ary 
investigation. It was a prejudicial solutjitm. So, show, almost magically, the Dallas 
police knew that Leo Harvey Oswald was a red and with every copy holding a press con- 
ference on every street comer, soon the world was persuaded that t e reds offed JFK, 

Back in Washington, J. EdgarBoover, head of the nationa's most famous police force, 
.tbs federal Bureau of Investigation, reached the same instant solution, that his hated 
red3, those on when he built his career around his hatred of them, killed the President. 

?o beffirtain that nobody could gainay him, Hjwver sfiezed t e case immediately, knowing 
full well that he lacked jurisdiction and also knowing that if he did not cotrAl what 
could be known and believed his vaunted FBI would be criticised for failing. 

As a result of these and other factors there never was any investigation of the crime. 
Instead, there ms an investigation intended to make it appear that Lee Harvey Oswald, 
alone and unassisted, pulled off the dastardly dead with a worn-out rifle that was known 
atdiussolini' s contribution to humanitarian warfare. 

Hoover kept control by leaking bit and pieces of supposed information, usually 
misinformation, to favored elements of the press. 

The papers competed for Hoover* s leaks. There was no Washington Pc3t to turn loose 
jonmalitie hounds to follow the trail, as happened with Watergate® 

The press failed because from the time of the kill&ng there has boon no time when 
there wars rx>t substantial questions. The press did not address them. 

^t fell, as happens in a representative society, for individual citiaens, to raise 
these questions® Those who did it in books all faced a book publishing industry that 
was incredibly unwilling to give serious consideration to the serious question - which 
today remain unanswered. 

When the books finally appeared, the press was antagonistic to them, save for the 
mostbirresponsible of them. 

Comraericsl publishers do not, generally, lack commercial instincts® They had a gtgy 
gut feeling that substantial critical of the government for failing when a ^resident 
was killed would be rracted to strongly by the government, which could make serious 
problems for those raising the ques ion. This happened to some of the critics. For sample, 
when jUBJ asked the FBI to tdl him about us, it heaped the most incredible defamations on 
him. With me it was that my ife and I annually celebrated the Hussian revolution. This 
kind of ting turned LBJ off. (What Hoover lied about is an annual gathering at a small 
farm cy wife and I had, by the Jewish "elf are Board, which annually took 'Washington area 
service personnel and their fairilj.es up so the kids vould watch eggs being hatched, play 
with baby chicks, gather eggs, ride on the backs of tame cattle, and in other ways 
relax after the rigors of orthodox observance of the Jewish high holidays.^ 

One of the early critics who for a decade and a half was not able to put a book 
together was David Lifton. He invented all sorts of solutions to this "crime of th ; 
century.” One of his earliest is that tire assassination was com Jetted by means of tunnels 

constructed in utter secrecy by the large firm of Br&wn and Hoot, Idfton* buzssord for 
-bBJ, who was supported by it. 
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trouic uo_ there is no practical limit. But the most casual checking shews thatemx 
rn addition to tho ambulance requested tvem HP 4 rhe head of ths Havy ha&.pCiel, who had 
treated L3J for his heart condition, dispatched ‘an ambulance, unasked, with a cardiac 
specialist in lt,^ia the event the stress was too much. for LBJ. i’jia atone can account 
xor a second ambulance. Omotted by I&fton although in c source he quot< -s for other 
purposes , anchs star * s book. 




lue- pc;op_2 Sid noi aite rt end it was also datiaged. there is the one the 

noiinody people tim. oblai.wd from the Cawier funeral ii wae not far from tho fi»yy Hosts 5 -„ai, 

ais "‘f’. x-cciu.ec. i, v.as curled, ana then there is the sual one gent by the 

fci,ary 3)SiJrx0 ^ of Washogtoa along with its ceeeoonial detachment, ggg a pairs <51 
casket that was never used. 

Examination of any part of what is uniquely Lifton, which moans, only what is 
i-imatorirl to the crime and its intestifia SJLm but is e-awntiil to his fabriacteons, 
destroys each part. * 

Take the simple error in an Phi report Lifton claims as his major discovery, a 
report ixi Hliich surgery on the head IMffiSXfig is reported. Actually, I csrnn upon this 
about, iipril or Nay oi 1956, in one of tbs earlier Commission records I examined at the 
'txfiC I gave copies to others, including those fron >rborn Lifton could have 
gcrctsn his cops''. Then it was later distributed by Bantam to promote its 'edition of 
Epstein's inquest, the third of ths© assasJ. ation books to ap car. Although lifton claims 
, :5 iac significant reference to an alleged surgery on the President's head w as 

ignoTOd by all others, I published the report, end I believe that Fred fester* Newcomb 
a^so. uia# vAnd Lifton had beoti close* to ^oucctnb* ) The scturli.tr i- that FBT n^+c 
ujidr., grdat stress, misstated a reference to the tracheotomy, on the neck, not theleadl 

P erila l» the most dishonest, of Lifton’ s emissions is essential to 
to.s creation of t»s for all those sinsitar dirty deeds, time h« says was used in secret 
, al ?? r . c "‘f mute ideate of the corpse, particularly the brain. LLfton gets this time 
-°i tlie considerable amount of time required for and scent in mntrfng pro- 

<*uu>psy and pictures, those that had to be made and were made before the 'body 

wco touelkiu,^ There as no mention of this in fill those hundreds of pages devoted to the 
creation at nix ton as a now folk hero, ths one boybwith his finger in the dike. 

When the time this required is put back in lifton *d chronology it is obvious that 
there simply wasn't tho possibility of any of the horrible things ]» fabricated to 
have happened. 

iliv " a/s * 4 taere also was no book, so lifton, with a decade end a h alf singularly 
withou^auy meanirgful accomplishment, -was equal to his personal need, as he waslo to 
pretending that all the work done by so many others and apparent to anyone familiar 
•’•ath the literature, was his oizn. personal accompli stoont • 

Tiiere is no end to what lifton omits to make his selfWeifieation possible. It 
permeates this massive book. When he has inconsistent statements by one person, as with 
Carolyn Arnold, he simply iiaits what is inconsistent with his theory. The average reader 
has no way of replacing it. 

The publisher mates a big thing of his allegedly di.ltgeht efforts to check Lifton 
Oixw, out hi a vress kits mzsces no reference to consultation with any subject exoerjfc* ©-is 
is not becaue Lifton* s agent did not know one - me. 

•W.X ton's reier nct to .ao, as part of his cotoulnive nood to put down all tfamr 
those whoso work he took, is Useless. ^ has me in fear of his checking out the footnates 
in whitewash, actuary, aii are merely citations to the Commission's Published work and 
not one appears as a foutnatc. You can check them all and you'll find* those ei, P i e 




referehoes are accurate. unlike oijers, who seek to ccexsarcialise footnotes, I 
these are irx'htruciTe as possible, putting then like 21123 , all In parens in the 
On this fact his invention is not reasonable, but the average reader h 
this. The stated purpose of ny first 
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nave- goped to accomplish that if I had any ohone; 



~ r «d the book and annotated it as I read it-* -t is an incredibly bad, even evil, 
book, is ore of the large body of works thatsre disinforostions, that make exaggerated 
clscrH and ncctiOnt-i israossiblo but empirically acceptable and safe conspiracies, tha t 
for. ’-years have been misused by those with influence or authority, to put down all tbs 
legitimate criticism that remains unanswered* 

The files of the federal agencies abend withsuch stuff. •H is distributed within 
the bureaucracy to make it appear that all criticism is wit out merit and ought not be 
considered. As sith L£J> above. 

Excuse the haste, and good luck. 

Sincerely, 




